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1. Record attributes

Lichen records can be submitted with minimal details of location, date and recorder, but if possible more information on the habitat and substrates should be provided. This is particularly important for any species that is nationally or regionally rare, or that has a conservation status other than least concern (this can be checked using the taxon dictionary on the BLS website https://britishlichensociety.org.uk/resources/lichen-taxon-database ). 
The standard attributes for lichen records are shown below. 

	mandatory
	attribute
	notes

	*
	location
	

	*
	grid reference
	

	
	vice county
	

	*
	date
	

	*
	recorder(s)
	

	
	site/visit comments
	a brief description of the habitat, extent of survey, etc.

	*
	species name
	latin name

	
	substrate
	BLS code for corticolous, saxicolous, terricolous, lichenicolous, lignicolous, etc. , for input to the BLS database only

	
	small scale habitat
	BLS codes for tree species, rock type and position, for input to the BLS database only

	
	record comments
	substrate, position, chemical tests etc.

	
	herbarium
	if collected

	
	specimen number
	if collected

	
	determiner
	if referred to an expert


Grid references should be given to at least 1km precision, and for important records 10m precision is required so that the lichen can be refound.

The substrate and small scale habitat codes are only used for input to the BLS database using the spreadsheets available from the BLS website. Otherwise details of substrate and small scale habitat should be included in the comments.

Aggregate taxa can be used if they are included in the BLS taxon dictionary, and often are when surveys are carried out by non-lichenologists, for instance for Phase 1 and NVC survey. These records should be included in the dataset as they may assist future workers in the same area. However, valuable ecological information can be lost when aggregates are used so they should be avoided so far as possible. 
There are no standard english names for lichens so these should not be used.
Records of species with difficulty levels 4 or 5, or that are new to the country or vice county, should be supported by a photograph or voucher specimen that has been checked by an expert. For lichens a specimen is usually required, but discretion must be used in collecting from very small populations. If collected, the name of the determiner and the location and accession number of the specimen should also be provided.

2. Procedure

Records highlighted by the NBN record cleaner should be referred to an expert for checking. The reason will be either that the record is beyond the known range of the species, or that it is difficult to identify and should be referred to an expert.  The procedure recommended by the BLS is shown below.
Referrals to the BLS should be made initially to records@britishlichensociety.org.uk , or to the vice county recorder or another local expert if there is one for that area (contact details on the BLS website https://britishlichensociety.org.uk/get-touch/local-contacts ).
All records that have been reviewed and accepted through this procedure should be sent to the BLS for inclusion in their database, as these records are likely to be of regional or national importance. They should be sent by email, preferably using the BLS recording spreadsheet, to records@britishlichensociety.org.uk. The recording spreadsheet can be downloaded from https://britishlichensociety.org.uk/recording/downloads 
If the record confirms an extension to the known range the BLS will then update the map on their website, but unfortunately it is no longer possible to update these record cleaner rules.
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3. Identification difficulty rule set

Each lichen species is assigned to one of five categories, colour coded in the Record Cleaner as green (1-2), amber (3-4) and red (5).

1) Can be identified at sight in the field by anyone with a bit of experience. Species with which the beginner rapidly becomes familiar, and which may be identifiable from a photo.  Records acceptable from most sources.

2) Can be identified in the field with care and experience. Beginners may need to take specimens until they gain familiarity and experience, but some may be identifiable from a good photo.  Records acceptable from competent recorders.

3) Specimen needs checking with chemical tests or microscopic examination. Records acceptable from known experienced recorders unless the date, region or habitat is unusual. Beginners should get specimens checked at first until they gain experience. 
4) Voucher specimen should be retained. Confirmation by an acknowledged expert will be required in most cases.
5) Even the most expert of recorders would seek a second opinion, and the specimen may need to be submitted to international experts for comparison with a wider range of material. Records only accepted after checking by an acknowledged expert.
This information is available from the BLS website as a spreadsheet. https://britishlichensociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/recording-mapping-downloads/Lichen%20Identification%20Difficulties.pdf 
4. Spatial distribution rule set
These rules are based on the accepted distribution of each species, provided as a list of hectads (10km squares). The accepted distribution is derived from the actual known distribution, excluding records from before 1960 and in some cases before 2000, and also excluding some from locations outside the expected range. To avoid false negatives, species for which recording has been patchy have been blurred by 1, 2 or 3 hectads. 
5. Temporal rule set
Although some lichens are ephemeral and seasonal, the dates on which they are found vary too much from year to year for this to be useful. Not supplied.
6. Sensitive records

The BLS initially designated two species (Teloschistes chrysophthalmus and T. flavicans) as sensitive due to their vulnerability to collection, but that restriction has now been lifted and all our data is available on the NBN Atlas (last update 2017) or on request to records@britishlichensociety.org.uk. 

Out of range and difficulty 1-3





Refer to local expert or VC recorder 





ID, habitat and substrate OK





Accept record, with specimen details and expert’s name as determiner





Verification status Correct





Amend record and accept, with specimen details and expert’s name as determiner





Verification status Correct





Delete record or





Verification status Incorrect





If ID uncertain, or habitat/substrate unexpected





Difficulty 3 recorded by non-expert





Difficulty 4 or 5 (specimen required)





Refer to BLS, who will assign to the appropriate national expert





Decision





ID cannot be confirmed but record should be retained for future checking





ID corrected





Record rejected





Retain record


Verification status Requires Confirmation








